
Dear	Members,
	
						The	Bulletin	of	the	Atomic	Scientists	was	started	in	1945	by	Albert
Einstein	and	former	Manhattan	Project	scientists	immediately	after	the
atomic	bombings	of	Hiroshima	and	Nagasaki.	One	of	the	missions	of	this
organization	is	to	help	the	public	understand	the	danger	that	nuclear
weapons	pose	to	humanity.	The	Bulletin’s	metaphorical	Doomsday	Clock
represents	a	symbol	of	this	danger	by	showing	how	close	to	extinction	we
are.	The	Bulletin’s	committee	that	decides	the	setting	of	the	clock	every	year
is	composed	of	distinguished	scientists	including	10	Nobel	Laureates.	The
original	setting	of	the	Clock,	first	published	in	1947,	was	seven	minutes	of
midnight,	with	midnight	representing	the	nuclear	holocaust.	The	Clock	has
been	set	forward	and	back	over	the	years	as	the	danger	of	nuclear	war
changed.	In	2023	the	Doomsday	Clock	was	set	at	90	seconds	to	midnight,	the
closest	ever	to	global	catastrophe.	The	main	justification	for	moving	the	Clock
closer	to	midnight	is	the	war	in	Ukraine.	The	Bulletin	states	that	“Russia’s
thinly	veiled	threats	to	use	nuclear	weapons	remind	the	world	that	escalation
of	the	conflict—by	accident,	intention,	or	miscalculation—is	a	terrible	risk.	The
possibility	that	the	conflict	could	spin	out	of	anyone’s	control	remains	high”.

					In	agreement	with	the	Bulletin’s	assessment	of	the	dangerous	security
environment,	Nakamitsu	Izumi,	the	Undersecretary-general	and	high
representative	for	disarmament	affairs	at	the	United	Nations,	has	recently
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declared	that	“The	risk	of	nuclear	weapons	being	used	is	at	the	highest	level
since	the	depth	of	the	cold	war.	There	is	an	urgent	need	to	reduce	the	risk”.	It
is	in	this	critical	context	that	the	Leaders	of	the	G7	(Canada,	France,
Germany,	Italy,	Japan,	UK,	and	USA)	met	recently	in	Hiroshima.	The	fact	that
the	G7	summit	took	place	in	the	city	that	first	suffered	the	catastrophic
effects	of	a	nuclear	bomb	explosion	raised	the	hopes	that	these	countries
would	announce	steps	to	reduce	the	risk	of	nuclear	war;	(For	example,	the	G7
might	have	committed	to	“no	first	use”	of	nuclear	weapons).	However,	their
Vision	statement	presented	after	the	summit	failed	to	commit	the	G7
countries	to	any	new	measures	to	reduce	nuclear	threats	or	to	advance
nuclear	disarmament.

					Currently,	there	are	nine	countries	that	possess	nuclear	weapons:	USA,
Russia,	China,	UK,	France,	India,	Pakistan,	Israel	and	North	Korea.	Five	of
them	are	signatories	of	the	Non-Proliferation	Treaty	(NPT).	According	to	the
NPT,	non-nuclear	states	agree	never	to	acquire	nuclear	weapons,	and	the
nuclear	states	commit	to	nuclear	disarmament.	However,	since	the	NPT	was
signed	in	1970,	no	steps	towards	the	elimination	of	nuclear	weapons	have
been	taken.	With	the	goal	of	pushing	the	nuclear	powers	to	fulfill	their	NPT
commitment,	the	Treaty	on	the	Prohibition	of	Nuclear	Weapons	(TPNW)	was
established	in	2017	with	the	vote	of	122	countries	at	the	United	Nations
General	Assembly.	As	expected,	the	nuclear	powers	are	not	part	of	the	TPNW.
Unfortunately,	despite	Canada	not	possessing	nuclear	weapons,	our	country
is	not	part	of	this	treaty.

						One	of	the	key	goals	of	Science	for	Peace	is	to	mobilize	Canadians	to
demand	that	our	country	becomes	a	signatory	of	the	TPNW.

Important	announcement

Science	for	Peace	will	hold	the	Annual	General	Meeting	on	June	15th	at	4	PM.
Please	register	here.
The	AGM	will	be	followed	at	5	PM	by	a	Webinar	entitled	“Might	the	Ukraine
conflict	spark	a	nuclear	war?	The	speaker	will	be	Robin	Collins,	Co-Chair	of
the	Canadian	Network	to	Abolish	Nuclear	Weapons,	and	Secretary	of	the
Canadian	Pugwash	Group.	Arnd	Jurgensen,	the	Chair	of	our	Nuclear	Weapons
Working	Group	will	act	as	chair/discussant.	Please	register	here.

Jorge	Filmus
	President,	Science	for	Peace
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Richard	Sandbrook	and
Arnd	Jurgensen:	In
Ukraine,	Neither	Side	Is
Blameless
One	prevalent	explanation	of	the	war
in	Ukraine	pins	the	blame	on	Russia;
the	other,	which	has	little
institutional	backing	in	the	West,	but
far	more	outside	the	West,	blames
NATO.	Proponents	of	each	view
largely	ignore	the	opposing
interpretation.

Judy
Deutsch:	Emergencies:
Delusions	of
Omnipotence,
Omniscience,	and
Innocence	in	Elite	Groups
There	are	now	cascading	interacting
factors	that	bring	massive	human
suffering	and	death.	In	a	number	of
powerful	and	influential	groups	there
are	skewed	perceptions	of	reality	and
grandiose	schemes	that	are	inflicted

Recent	Articles

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkdu6vpz4uGNevbrSlmwt7N6Xsdmn3-gcF
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/might-the-ukraine-conflict-spark-a-nuclear-war-tickets-639473581697
https://www.scienceforpeace.org/post/in-ukraine-neither-side-is-blameless
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on	societies	worldwide.
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